Man’s Part in Salvation

(Thc Gospcl Mcssagc — Stevc Brag)

As Faul has stated, it is Possible for Christians to bcgin sharing with
Christ in the spiritual blessings [ e possesses within [1is own life in the
P S P
hcavenlg realms. (EPH | :5) Howcver, before we can receive the Fear]
and begin to exPcrience the | ord’s heaven]g KingdothCe within our
hear't, it is necessary to turn aside from cvergt]ﬁing thatis unl‘uoly to (God.
For you are {created to bc} the temPle of the Iiving God.
As (God has said: 9 will dwell in them and walk among them
{as [ e did with the first Adam before the ga”, and with the

Second Adam in this fallen world}..” 7—%6/‘6}[01‘6 “«(_ome out
from among them and be seParatc, says the Lord. Do not

touch what is unc/can, and / will receive you {into the
KingclothCC of Promise}...

7 herefore, Aav//zg these /Dromises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and sPirit, PerFecting
holiness in the fear of (God. (2 Cor. 6:16-7:1 Emplﬁasis
added)

(God’s called-out People in the Old ] estament dispensation were
required to prepare a temple that (God could use as [is dwe”ing Place



here on carth. ] he | ord Provided very sPeci{:ic instructions on how it was
to be Prepared. [n effect, this lessonis a sPiritual type for New

T estament (Christians who are to be the dwe”ing P]ace of (God in this
age of fulfillment. “[For you are the tcmplc of the ]iving (God. As (God has
said, | will dwell in them...” (2 Cor. 6:16)

(God could on19 reveal [Jis g]org within the tcmple after the Peoplc had
Prcparcd it according to [is specifications. The same Principlc aPPIies
to us. We have access to the same glorg that filled the mortal bodg of
Jesus. [Te said to the Father, “An& the glory which You gave Me ] have
given them...that the love with which You loved Me may be inthem, and | in
them.” (John 17:22, 26) PBut we must fulfill the covenant conditions
before the tcmple of our boclg can be filled with (God’s glorg—«klis life of
Pchcct love {a love that is pure and undefiled bg any “sehcmess”}.

|n another sPiritual type, the “life of Promisc” was scparated from
Eggpt and the ways of the world }39 adesert testing Period. This c{rg and
barren land was a P]ace where (God Planned to s’criP away the idols that
[His People had learned to depend onin Egypt. Godr@qu/r@s [Tis
Pco/o/c to a’cpcna/ on [7im alone for t/m/rsp/r/tua/ [fe. Evergthing that
prevents the | ord from bcing “A” n A”” must be Placec] on the altar of
sacrifice before itis Possible to enter into [is Kingdom—li}ce of Promise.

[f anyone comes to Me {to seek out the Kingdom—lh{e from
heaven} and does not hate his father and mother, wife and
chilc}ren, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life a]so, he
cannot be Mg discip]e. {Once we have Fu”g submitted to
(God’s will and have entered into the life of PromiseJ where we
receive our sPiritual life from (God alone, we will then be in a
condition to love others with [is unconditional, self-
sacrhcicing love.} An& whoever does not bear his cross and

come after Me {into the KingdomJti of Perf:cct love} cannot



be MQ disciPlc,.‘ So likewise, whoever oFgou does not
forsake all that he has {from his sclmc~originated form of life}
cannot be Mg disciplc. (| uke 14:26-27,%3)

When we live }33 the ways of the world, we have a natural tendencg to
rely on tcmpora] things, including our rclationships with others, for our
sPiritual sustenance. | hose who live this way will find that their sPiritual
life tends to die each time theiridols have failed to do what has been
exPected of them. In contrast, when (God’s children enter into His
Kingclorm]i{:c of Promisc and receive their sPiritual life directly from God,
theg begin to enjog a continuous “river” of cverlasting life. Pecause this
eternal life of love—[is living water—comes directly from (God, it “never
fails (1 Cor. 13:8)

The desert testing Pcriod was depicted as a time of drgness. While
(Hod used wells of refreshment to Periodica”g Provic]e relief from this
sense of sPiritual &rgness so that [is People could be helpcd along in
theirjourncy, we should note that these Periodic Hessings were not the
life of Promise. After each time of refreshing, (God would once again lead
them through a deeper work of stripping away their wor]d]y resources and
hopcs. f"]c had to teach them to live who”g bg faith in Him before they
would be Prepared to enter into the Promised | and.

[t will be necessary to build Christians up in their faith so theg will be
Preparec] to go through the same kind of 5triPPing process. /n contrast to
what we often hear taug/n‘ toc/aﬂ, the §Cr/f>tur65 cxp/a/n how it is
necessary for believers to press t/)roug/7 a ditficult loer/oc/ of testing
before it is poss/[)/e to find the /</ngdom~//fe of /oromfsc‘. Pecause these
truths are seldom taug/ﬁ, close consideration should be given to what
these 5CI‘IPtU/‘C‘S are saying.

]]C anyone desires to come after Me {into the Kingdom~
liFC}) let him &eng himself {stoP living for his own Plans,



Plcasurcs, and desires}, and take up his cross, and follow Me.
For..whoeverloses his life {his flesh-life} for M9 sake will
find it {the eternal KingdomJi&a}. (Matt. 16:24-25)

From the clays oFJohn the Baptis‘c until now, the kingdom
of heaven {the KingclomJiFe} has been {:orce{:u”g advancing)
and forceful men {those who are wi”ing to dcn9 themselves
and submit their flesh-life to the cross} lag hold of it. (Matt.
11:12)

Because..digicult is the way which leads to life {the
eternal King&om—]ifc}) and there are few who find it. (Matt.
7:14)

And when theg had Prcachec} the gospcl to that city and
made many disciplcs, t!ﬁcg returned to Lgstra, |conium, and
Antioch, strcngt}'lening the souls of the discip]es, cxhorting
them to continue in the faith, and saying, “We must through
many tribulations enter the kingc}om of (God.” (Acts 14:21-
22)

Thercxcorc strengthcn the hands which hang down, and the
feeble knccs, and make straight Paths for 3ourlceet {as you
pass through this wilderness experience}, so that what is lame
may not be dislocated, but rather healed. Pursue peace with
all People {bg 9ielc]ing to the Son’s way of self—sacriﬁcing
love}, and ho]iness, without which no one will see the | ord
{IHis KingdothCe from heavcn}: ]ooking car@cung lest
anyone fall short of the grace of Goc’.‘.lcs’c there be
ang...ProFane person like ™ sau, who for one morsel of food
sold his birthright. (Heb. 12:12-16)

PBut you, man of (God, flee from all this {tcmporal Pursuits

and gain}, and pursue righteousness, gocﬂiness, Faith, love,



endurance and gcntleness. Fight the gooc{ Fig]ﬂt of the faith.
7—326 hold of the eternal life to which you were called when
you made 5ourgood confession... (i Jim 6:11-12 N]\/
Empl’)asis added)

The “birthright” that believers receive at their new birth Provides them
with a “right” to the life of Promisc {the “}chssing”}, PBut like [~ sau, itis
very easy to let ourlusts {desires} for temporal things scparate us from
the Blcssing. There are many who have fallen short of the grace that
establishes Christ’s heaven]g Kingdom»lh[e within the heart. |n effect,
even though itis not alwags conscious, theg have ended up rcjccting
Christ’s way of the cross. Theg do not “find” the | ord’s eternal life of
PerFect love because thcg have not been wi”ing to demg themselves and
lose their old flesh-life. (Matt. 16:24-25) | ike [ sau, thcg cgcctivcly sell
their birthright in order to feed their flesh-life on temPoral things.

For many {within the church} walk, of whom | have told you
oFtcn, and now tell you even weePing, that theg are the
enemies of the cross of (Christ: whose end is destruction,
whose go& is their be”y {like " sau}... who set their mind on
caﬁﬁ[g f/whgs. (Phil. »:18-19 Emp}wasis added)

(hristians need to begin examining themselves to see what they have
been using to feed their 5Piritual life. [f our mind remains focused on the
things of this world, we have to assume we do not qualify as one of the
children of faith who live as strangers to this wor]&, on a Pi]grim’sjoumcg
throu gh it. [tis so casy to neg/ect the clear tcac/)/ngs of §Cr//k)ture and
bcg/n L/DU/fa//hg little L/nga/oms for ourselves so we can be comfortable in
this world. |/)/e 565//7 to set our mind on ean%/ﬂ t/ﬂn(gs and end up
5telopfng back onto the wide road that leads to destruction. | et us

therefore c}eng ourselves and die to the ways of the flesh so we will be in a



Position to enter into the hcave019 Kingc{om—-]hce that is now available from

the Son of God.
These {the saints of olc” all died in Faith, not having

received the Promiscs, but having seen them afar off were
assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they
were strangers and Pilgrims on the earth. [Tor those who say
such things declare P]ainlg that theg seck a homeland. And
truly if they had called to mind that country from which t!ﬁcg
had come out {worldliness}, theg would have had oPPortunity
to return. Put now theg desire a better, that is, a hcavcnlg
country. T herefore (God is not ashamed to be called their
(God, for e has Preparcd a citg forthem...

And all these, having obtained a goo& testimony through
Faith, did not receive the Promise {the King&othCc of
PerFect love}, (God having Provic!ec! something better for us,
that theg should not be made PerFect apart from us {in this
age of fulfillment}. (Fleb. 11:13-16, 39-40)

Fau!’s first letter to the Thessa]onians Providcs an excellent examp]c
of how Christians are to “Press” into the King&othCe of (God. This
}jodg of Christians had become examples of a true faith in Jesus (hrist.
T heir walk of faith was revealed through the laborious toil and unceasing
harc!ship they were wi”ing to go through as theg followed their| ord’s way
of sellc~sacrilcicing love. Thcg had denied themselves and taken Christ’s
way of the cross so they would be in a Position to find [ is life from
heaven. Put still theg had not yet become Fu”g sanctified, so that the
temPle of their boc]g could be filled with (God’s g]ory.

And you became followers of us and of the | ord, having
received the word in much ag]iction, withjog of the Ho]g



Spirit,.‘gou turned to (God from idols to serve the living and
true (3od, and to wait for [Jis Son from heaven...
Forfjou remember, brethren, ourlabor and toil; for ]aboring
niglﬁt and clag, that we might not be a burden to any o{:you,
we Prcached to you the gospcl of Goc{... we exhor’ccd, and
commcortedJ and chargcd every one oFgou, as afather does
his own children, that you walk worthg of (God who calls you
into [ 1is own kingc}om and glorg. (i Thess. 1:6,9-10;2:9, 11~
12)
When we realize that (;od’s work of salvation /s o/csllq;néc/ to make us

ke [Fim in love, we can better understand why we must deny ourselves

and follow C/7rf5t’5 way of the cross.| eon Morris, in the revised edition

of his Tgndale commentary on Thessalonians says, “Oncc we see that
(God is like t!ﬁat, that (God loves as part of his very nature, that (God
loves in a way that means (:a/varyJ we must make a decision. [ ither we
3iclc§ to the divine agape to be transformed }39 it, to be re-made in the
divine image...or we do not. And if we do not, in that lies our
condemnation.” (P 47 Emphasis added)

7776 Lora/ offers us [ Tis eternal life of /ocnfcct Jove. 7—/7/'5 /s the one
true salvation of the | ord. [f we refuse to ﬂ/c/c/ to [ 7is way of life, which
/mp//es turning From the se/ﬁsce,é/n(g ways of the world so we may become
like [im in fove while /fv;hg “11 this world,” (1 John 41 7} we are rcjcctfng
[Fis offer of salvation. | hose who continue in the Path of selF~seei<ing will
therefore be confronted with true wrath when theg come before Gocj on
the Day of Judgment. (Rom. 2:8 NK V)

Faul acknowledgec’ the | hessalonians as true believers because theg
had turned from a selF~see§<ing way of life to “serve the ]iving and true

God, and to wait for [is Son from heaven.” (1 Thcss. 1:9-10) The

word rendered serve basica”g means to “serve as a slave.” Fo”owing



FPauls own cxamPlc, who referred to himself as a “slave oFJesus Christ,”
theg had entered into a way of life that was Fu”g committed to the service
of (God. e knew that this is how all Christians are cxPccted to live.
So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all

forthe glorg of (God {so that [is life of love will be

sccn},.,evcn as l trg to Please cvergbodg in every way. For/

am not 5cckihg my owngooa/[?ut t/mgooa/oz[manﬂ, so that

tlﬁcg may {see the true light of life and} be saved. Fo”ow my

example, as ] follow the example of Christ. (I Cor. 1051~

Pi:i Emphasis added)

Jesus assures us that no one can serve two masters. (Matt. 6:24) H: we
still have a basic tendencg to serve ourselves, then we cannot serve (God
as [Je rcquircs. Any remains of the flesh-life will have a ten&ency to resist
Christ’s se]ﬁsacriﬁcing way of love. There is a natural enmity between
the ways of the Spirit and the ways of the flesh. And so, even a 5//"g/7t
//v/ng for ourselves will prevent the //g/n‘ of life From heaven from [)6/}75*
seen in the world.

Evcrﬂ called-out child of (God will therefore need to make a choice of
whom theg are going to serve. Ang form of “sch~scel<ing” will result in
“indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish.” (Rom. 2:8-9) |t inevitablg
leads to sPiritual death. “Don’t you know that when you ogeryourselves
to someone to obeg him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you
obeg—whethcr you are slaves to sin {sel]c~wil] and sclmc~sccl<ing}, which
leads to dcath, orto obedience {tlﬁe way of self denial and the cross},
which leads to righteousness... But now that you have been set free from
sin {you have overcome the old sel1c~5er\/ing way of life through the new
birth} and have become slaves to (God {with no right to live for

3oursclvcs}, the benefit you reap Jeads to /70///7(‘355, and the result /s
eternal fe” (Rom. 6:16, 22 Emphasis added) T he eternal KingdomJi?e



will be Fu”g established within the heart of everyone who Pcrfccts holiness
in the fear of (God.

T herefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and sPirit, PerFectimg
holiness in the fear of (God. (2 Cor‘ 7: 1)

Yes, the T hessalonians were showing clear signs of the new birth. Put
Faul knew there was still somcthing lacking in their lives. Thcg needed a
more complcte sanctification, and this work of (God could only be
received through a deepcr work o{:yielded faith. [He said to them: “For
this is the will of (God, your sanctification..” (1 | hess. 4:3) And since
theg still had a need for further instruction, he explains how Timothg was
sent “to establish you and encourage you concerning gourfaith.” (1
Thcss. 5:2)

The Thessa!onians were Passing through a severe testing Period.

T heir deeP affliction was a part of the scourging process that (God uses
to break down the self-sufficient 5Pirit and prepare His Pcop]e to
become “Par’takers of is holiness.” (Jeb. 12: 10) And yet, in the middle
of this aﬂzliction, t!’\eg were expectcd to become more and more sacrificial
in their se]]c~giving love. Pecause Faul knew theg could on]g pass through
this test bg receiving more grace from (God, he Praged, “may the | ord
make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all...so that
[ e may establish your hearts blameless in holiness” (1 | hess. 3:12
Emphasis added)

We should note that they were commanded to both abound more and
more in love and to look to (God to enable them to displag this increasing
self-sacrifice. (7od would not /oc‘n[cct them in love unless t/)cy first ﬂiéla/éa/
to the Son’s way of fite [)ﬂ continuing to give themselves more fu//ﬂ to
se/ﬂsacr/}[/t/hg/ovc. Thcg would need to learn to live }35 the enabling
grace that (Hod suPPlies to [1is faithful children.



We then, as workers togcther with [im also Plcad with you
not to receive the grace of GGod invain. [Tor [ e says: “|n an
acccptab!c time | have heard you. And in the c}ay of salvation
| have helpcd you.” Behold, now is the accepted time {to be
PerFected in the KingdomJiFe of (God}; behold, now is the
C]ay of salvation. (2 Cor. 6:1-2)

A part of Prepar[ng the t@m/o/c for the o’isp/aﬂ of (God's g/ory includes
sacr/}[/'cfng ourselves for the gooa/ of others. (od expects this love to
abound more and more as [Je increases the /731‘6’5/71})5 that will lead to a
Com/o/ctc death of the fHesh-lite. Jcsus is our{:orerunner, and we know the
kind of trials [ e Passec! through before reaching the cross. [ e arrived at
Golgotha drained of human streng’ch. And yet, [e continued to show
selLsacriFicing love until [He came to the Poin‘c when e was comPletely
surrendered in death. This is the Pat}'l [e had to take in order to become
high]y exalted 139 the power of the SPirit. (_anwe expect to be exalted
into the Kihgc/omJ/}[c of heaven in any other way? “/s the a//s(:/})/c better
than the /\//aster?”

| et this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
who...taking the form of a bondservant {living in self-
sacriﬁcing lovel}.. e humbled [Himself and became obedient
to the Poiﬂt of death) even the death of the cross {a slow and
Paimtul death}. T herefore (God also has highly exalted [im...
(Fhil. 2:5-9)

Faul understood what it means to be tested by God. ]:rom cxPeriencc
he could say, “we have been aPProved bg God to be entrusted with the
gospel...” (1 T hess. 2:4) Morris, in his commentary on this verse says,
“The verb aloprovcc/means first “to test” and then to approve as the
result of the test... Faul thinks of himself as having been tried out !:)9 God,
and then trusted for service.” (P 55) T"lc could therefore say, “]t Pleased



(God...to reveal [is Soninme, that | might Preack him among the
(entiles.” ((Gal. 1:15-16) [e first submitted to the way of self-denial and
selF»sacrhCicing love according to the instructions omcjcsus Christ. Once
he had been aPProvcd, the | ord used the templc of his bodg to disp]ag
the glorg of God. FIC too became a vessel of the Son’s eternal life of
love.

Goc/ tests our hearts Aﬂ the way we rcspona/ to /’7’/:5 /orov/a/cnccs‘
W/?//@ e will [a/’tﬁ[u/@ work with us in our )[a//ures, we cannot cxloeci' to
be taken into the K/hgc/omJ/}[e of pen[ect love if we do not continue to
c/cnﬂ ourselves and follow in [Tis way of. sc/ﬁsacr/'z[/b/hg Jove. A heart that
has become 5@/[~566L//75, Com/o/a/’n/}?g,, unforg/whg orunmercitul in any
manner, r@gara//css of the c///%cu/tﬂ of the test, will be turned a way.

Blcsscd is the man who endures temptation {in the time of
tcsting}; for when he has been a/oprovcaf he will receive the
crown of life {the eternal Kingdom—lhce of Perpect love} which
the | ord has Promise& to those who love [im {to those who
obeg [im}. Uam. i:12 Emphasis added)

Therclcore humble 5oursclvcs under the mighty hand of
God {}35 doing what He teaches}, that f"le may exalt you
{lift you into His Kingc’om—lhce} in due time... Put may the
God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory {to be a
vessel of [is Perpect love} bg (hrist Jesus, after you have
suffered a while {in Aging out to the xqcsl%lhce}, PerFect,
estab]ish, strengt]ﬁen, and settle you {in the life of Promise}
(1 Pet. 5:6, 10)

T herefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your
call and election sure, /or/[ﬂou do these t/71}7(g5ﬂou will never

stumb/e; for so an entrance will be su/op//ca/ to you



aéunc/anf/y into the cvcr/ast/}?g é/nga/om of our [ ord and
5av1’ochsu5 C/7r/5t (2 Pet. 1:10-11)

We can now better understand why Faul prays forthe T hessalonians
to “increase and abound in love to one another and to all...so that He may
establish your hearts blameless in holiness.” (i [ hess. 3:12-1%) | heir
love needed to continue to “increase more and more.” (1 | hess. 4:10)
PBut even here it is necessary to clepcnc{ on the cnablir\g grace of (God.
[He is the One who Provides the necessary grace to [is workers so theg
may Properly prepare the temple. “We tlﬁen, as workers toget!ﬁer with Him
also Plcad with you not to receive the grace of Godinvain (2 Cor. 6:1)
Y ou must use the grace that [1e has Providcd to resPorxd to [is tests.

No temPtation {test or trial} has overtaken you except
such as is common to man; but (God is faithful, who will not
allow you to be temPte& {testec” begond what you are ab]c,
but with the temptation {test} will also make the way of
escape, that you may be able to bearit. Therexcore, my
beloved, fee from fa/o/atrﬂ {all heart idols — the Pursuits of
the sellc~seel<ing nature}. (1 Cor. 10:13-14 Emphasis added)

The person who has not yet Passc& through the Rcd Sca and
experiencec] the new birth will be Puzz]ed bg this verse. Theg are in the
church, in a sense theg believe in _Jesus and they are trusting in is shed
blood for the gorgiveness of their sins. Put yet they find themselves
continua”g stumbling during temptation. The se]F~seel<ing ways of the
world still have a strong hold on their heart. Thesc “believers” will
therefore need to present themselves to the | ord in a way that Permits
[Him to give them the ghct of His indwe”ing Spirit before theg will ever find
the power to bear up under all the temptations of the devil. Only then will
t}ﬁcg find it Possible to overcome sin and the world through their faith. As
Jesus has said, they must experience the new birth before theg will ever



“see” the kingclom of (God and become Fu”y committed to seeking it out.
(John 3:3-8)

/\//anﬂ (_hristians have never been taug/)t the 503/ of their faith even
after ex/oer/éncfng the new birth. (. onsequcnt/ , instead of Prcssﬁvg
forward in their faith, which will take them a/ong the /oat/7 of /73/‘0/5/7//23 and
5c/ﬁsacr/}[/2:/hg love, f/kfﬂ soon 5cg/n o/r/}[f/hg back into the se/ﬁiha/u(/gcnt
ways of the world. R ather than Fo”owing FPauls instructions to abound
more and more in an agape type love, which would reveal itself in the way
tlﬂcg cxpcnded themselves and their resources in service to others, theg
go back to ]iving for their own Pleasures. Thcg “set their mind on earthlg
things.” (Phil. 3:19)

7 he church has become filled with /oco/o/c who are try/ng to support
themselves spl'r/fua/{g [Dy )[ccc//hg on the t/7/ng5 of this world. Jn effect, t/my
have neg/c‘ctca/ to “Hee from /'a/o/at/:g. /3 you mention the ncccss[ty of selt-
denial and 5u[>m/%f/h‘g to (_hrist’s way of 56/7455cr1}[1t1}7‘g Jove, f/76ﬂ will
react in a way that proves how f/nfﬂ have become “enemics of the cross.”
(Phil. :17-19)

Again, (Hod expects to be our “A” n A”.” Thosc who are wi”ing to
press forward in their faith until tlﬁeg have found the King&omJiFe of
PromiseJ will find their soul trulg satisfied with a suPernatural abundance.
(]sa. 55:1-2;Fs. 6%:1-5) Yes, the way through the c!ry and thirsty land is
difficult. ‘Because..difficult is the way which leads to life.” (Matt. 7:14)
Thisis why there are so few who have found the life of Promisc. But let
us remember that those who are W////hg to go t/7roug/7 some suffcr/hg n
order to be separa ted from the 56/[~5cc£/}7g ways of the would a/urfng this
time oftestfng {of their faith}, wf//eventua//ﬂ find a /;cavc‘n/y Fearl that s
well worth the /orfcc that must be Pa/a{

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant sceking
beautiful Pcarls, whoJ when he had found one Pearl of great



Pricc, went and sold all that he had and boug]ﬂt it. (Matt.
15:45-46)

Do not fear, little Hock, foritis your [Tathers good
P]easure to give you the kizwgdom {which is an indwc”ing life of
supcmatura] abundance}. Se” what you have {the things you
have hoarded in order to live Forgour own Pleasures} and
give alms {to hclp those in need}; Provide 9ourselves money
Bags which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that
does not fail... (Lukc 12:32-%%)

Why do you spcnc! money for what is not bread {the bread
of life}, and your wages for what does not satisfg? | isten
caremcu”y to Mc, and eat what is good, and let your soul
delight itself in abundance. (]sa. 55:2)

But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal
glory, after you have suffered a while, PerFect, establish,
strcngther\, and settle you {in the eternal KingdothCc that
does notfail}. (i Pet. 5:10)

Our obedience to the Worc/ of Goa/ /s a’es{gnca/ to scpara te us from
the idolatrous ways that the Pco/o/c of this world use as a means for //}[t/hg
themselves 5P/%//fua//ﬂ. In the sense that _Jesus fasted from natural food in
[Tis desert testing Period {as a 5Piritual tgpe} and became very weak in
[Fimself, we are to fast from the things we have been using in this world to
sustain our sPiritua] life. There must be a real turning from the old way of
living bg the lust {desires} of the Hesh, the lust {desires}of the cye and
the Pride of life.

Yes, this self-denial willlead to a real sense of sPiritual weakness and
emptiness. The way of the cross will result in sugering. Put we must
remember that the child of Goa/ cannot be clothed with power from above
and come out of the desert testing Pcr/bo/ as a vessel of (7od's g/ory until



ke Jcsus, he has /‘cjcctcd cach of these ways that /ocop/c of the world
use to sustain themselves 5/01%/&15//%

Because Jesus is ourforerunner, we need to follow [is cxamplc. e
chose not to take this worlc”g course. [ e did not seek [is own wi”, or
seck after wor]d]g kiﬂgdoms, ortry to make [Jimself great in [is own
strcngth. [t was this comPlcte scl{:—-cmptying and entrustment of cvergthing
to [is [Tather that Permittcd [im to be strengthcncc] from above and
begih serving in the power of the SPirit. (| uke4:13-14) 7776 children of
(sod cannot ook for their spfrfi’ua/ life from the t/7/ngs of this world and
also cx/occt to find the life and power that comes from heaven.

Do not love the world or the things in the world. |f anyone
loves the world {which is evidenced 133 seeking for tcmpora]
rcwards}) the love of the Father is not in him. For all thatis in
the world—the lust {dcsires} of the ﬂesh, the lust {dcsires} of
the eyes, and the Pridc of life—is not of the [Tather but is of
the world. (i _John 2:15-16)

Adultcrers and adulteresses! Do you not know that
Fricndship with the world {which you embrace simplg 53
Fo”owing its scl{;secl(ing ways} is enmitg with (God? Whoever
therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an
enemy of (od. Uam. 44 Emphasis added)

You are the ones whojusthcy 9ourselves in the eyes of men,
but (od knows your hearts. What is highlg valued among
men is detestable in (God’s sight. The Law and the Frophets
were Proclaimed until John. Since that time, the gooc] news
of the kingc]om of Godis being Preached) and everyone is
Forcing his way into it {through self-denial}. (| uke 16:15-16
NIV)



At this Po/nt we also need to oliﬁstih‘gufsﬁ between the holiness that
comes from human efforts and the holiness that comes from Goa/. T/;cre
/s a natural tena[cncﬂ to establish a form of holiness that lves [)y certain
outward standards. /45 the F harisees have a/emonstratcaf these
standards can usua//y be maintained while continuing to Ive in a self~
/hdu[gcnf form of life. We will therefore find that Pco/o/c who use certain
outward standards as their measure of holiness seldom escape the self-
see,é/hg ways of the world for /ong. Because l'/wﬂ never fu/{g lose their
se/ﬁ/hc/ulgent way of lite [Dy taé/ng C/)r/’st’s way of the cross, t/)eﬂ do not
become clothed with the power that is needed to reveal the | ord’s
K /h‘gc/omJ/}[é of /oen[cct Jove.

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you
hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish {in
order to look righteous and }1015 on the outside}, but inside
theg are full of greed and selwc~inclulgence. (Mat’c. 2%:25 N]\/)

For] say to you, that unless your rightcousness exceeds
the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 133 no
means enter the kingclom of heaven. (Matt. 5:20)

ch, (God has Provided standards that [He expects [His children to live
}33. Put they are not given in the sense that we are to live bg law and then
think we have become holy bg these efforts to conform to outward
standards. We will, however, need to understand and submit to the
undcrlging sPiritual Princip]cs that (od has used to establish His
standards. On]g those who follow the way of truth will ever pass the test
and become filled with the glorg of (God.

Goc]’s standard of dress can be used as an example to show how God
tests our heart bg our response to Satan’s temptations. [irst of all, we

can learn from the Word of God that f"le wants r‘lis children to dress
moc/esf{g. r—‘lc does not want us Fo”owing the Pattem of the world. Thcre



is a natural tendenc9 for Pcoplc in this world to devclop their own sPccial
image because thcg think it will imProve their sPiritual life. Thcy use their
clothes {or cars, or houses, orjcwels, ormcamilies, or careers, or education,
et a!} forthe purpose of being noticed. O]C course, when others do not
like the image thcg have created for their own glorg, they find themselves
dging sPiritua”g.

Simply stated, (5od cannot reveal the image of the Son through the
tcmple of our body while we are at‘cempting to develop our own image.
(Hod will not share [His life with anyone whois seeking their own g]org.
We are 5aal/ﬂ mistaken if we think we are /70{9 when we wear clothes that
/oro/ocr/ﬂ coverour Aoa/ﬂ while the /or/a/c of life causes us to use the same
clothes for the purpose of a/cfvc/o/o/ng an image that others will notice and
appr@c/ate.

Satanis the one who Propagated the sellc~exalting form of life on the
world. T he Pcop]c of the world have remained in darkness because theg
have continued to 3iel& to his temPtations. Theg natura”y support
themselves spirituang 139 3ielding to “the Pride of life” T his is one reason
whg Jesus said, “What is higHg valued among men is detestable in (God’s
sight.” (Luke 16:1 5) We should therefore neverfollow the sel1c~exa]ting
ways of the world.

(hristians who have the Spirit of (God “in? them will recognize the evil
in any form of self-exaltation. |t is diametrica”y oPPosed to the mind that
was in Christ. (thl 2:5-8) e took the Pa‘clﬁ of humilitg and “made
Himsehc of no rePutation.” (v. 7) Hc also said, “| do not seek My own
glory.” Uohn 8:50) [e then asks us, “JJow can you believe {in the meek,
lowly, submissive | amb of (God}, who receive honor from one another...”
(John 5:44)

Wc should begin to see w]ﬁy Satan has continued to work so hard to
tempt PCOPIC into Fo”owing his way of Pride. He does everything within



his power to lead us to seck a rePutation and glorg of our own. He knows
that ourgielcling to this tcmPtation will take us directlg away from the
KingdomJti omcjcsus Christ.

Again, (God says, “(_ome out from among them... do not touch what is
unclean, and | will receive you.” (2 Cor. 6:1 7) Pecause we have this
Promisc of receiving the divine life of (God from heaven, we will need to
bcgin turning from every aspect of the old selmc~origir\atcc! form of sPiritual
life. (od expects us to Pcn[ecfa holiness that cfcpenc/s on [Tim alone for
oursp/r/tua/sustenancc. “Therefore, having these Promises, beloved, let
us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and sPirit, Pcncecting
holiness in the fear of (God.” (2 Cor‘ 7: 1)

(odis Ca///hg every believerinto a Li/?ga/om where it /s /0055/17/6 to 56g[n
5/73/7?75 with [1im in [ 7is ite from heaven. Put it will rec]u/rc avery c/cc/o
faith in (God before (_hristians will stop 5/é/cﬁhg to the sc/ﬁscc,é/hg ways
of this world | his is whg we need pastors and teachers who are able to
build Christians up in their “aith.” <EP}1 4:11-13) Again) Faul said to
the Thessa]onians, “we exhor’ced, and comfortec{, and chargec! every one
of you, as a father does his own children, that you would walk worthg of
(God who calls you into [is own kingdom and glorg.” (i Thess. 2:11-12)
7 rue faith will turn from what is seen, in order to receive a whole new form
of life from the eternal world.

Bg faith Moses) when he became of age, refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh’s &aughter, choosing rather to
suffer affliction with the People of God than to enjoy the
Passing Pleasures of sin, esteeming the rcProach of Christ
{the way of self-denial, the cross and resurrection life}

greater riches than the treasures in Eggpt {a type of the
wor]d}; for he looked to the reward. Bg faith he forsook

Ceypt.. (Fleb. 11:24-27)



| etus {therefore} Iag aside every weight, and the sin which
S0 easi19 ensnares us {which includes looking to the comforts
of this world for our sPiritual sustenance}, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, 1oo§<ing {w!ﬂo”g}
unto Jcsus, the author and finisher {or Pcrﬁcctcr} of our
faith... (JHeb. 12:1-2)

Put without faith it is imPossible to P]case [Tim, for he who
comes to (od must believe that Heis {i’/?é‘ one true source
ozfsplhfua///}[e}, and that [1e is a rewarder of those who
diliger\t19 seek [Jim. (Feb. 11:6)

Put you man of (God, flee from all this {the selF~secking
ways of the world}, and pursue righteousness, godliﬂess,

Faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good Fight of
the faith. Takc hold of the eternal life to which you were
called when you made 5ourgoo& confession... (i Tim. 6:11~
12 NIV)

(Canwe begin to see whg so few members of (Christ’s Eody are entering
into Christ’s Kingdom»]hce of Pcrpcct love? ]nstead of encouraging each
other to pressonina faith that lags aside every unnecessary weight in
orderto buy the Fearl of Great Frice, we have actua”y become a
stumbling block to each other. Most of our conversations are about what
we have been doing for ourselves in this world to build our own little
kingdoms. Consequcnt]g, even when there are new converts who tru]g
sense a need to follow hard after the | ord,itis on]g a matter of time
before they are drawn back into the same self—indulgent way of life that
much of the church is now displaying.

PBut if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe
in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a ]arge millstone

hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the



sea. \/\/oe to the world because of the things that cause
People to sin! Such things must come, but woe to the man
tlﬂroug!ﬁ whom they come! (Matt. 18:6-7 NIV)

Peware, brethren, lest there be in any oFgou an evil heart
of unbelief in char’cing from the living (God; but exhort one
another &ailg, while it is called “Today,” lest any oFgou be
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin {}39 ignoring the
convicting work of the Holg Spirit as [ e attempts to lead
you out of a self-willed life that secks its own desires,
Pursuits, Plcasures, goals and gain, and into the “good,
Plcasing and PerFect will of (God”} (Fleb. 3:12-13, Rom. 12:
2 NIV)

| et us hold fast the confession of our hopc without
wavering, fore who Promised is faithful. Ana//el' us
consider one anotherin order to stir up Jove and gooa/ works,
not Forsaking the assemb]ing of ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhort one anot/mr{to die out to the
sel{:~seel<ing ways of the world and allow the sel?»sacri{:icing
love of Christ to be revealed through you 139 the power of
the Holg SPirit}... (Heb. 10:23-25 Emphasis added)

(God puts [His Ho]y Spirit within (Christians at their miraculous Red
Sea crossing, {rePresenting the new birth} in order to prepare them to
begin sacrhcicing themselves for the good of others with a wi”ing and loving
heart. As these obedient children submit to the leacling of the Ho]g
Spirit, which includes responding to the Providences of GGodina
scriptural manner, theg are Provic{ed with many oPPortunities to sacrifice
themselves so that others may be blessed. And theg will need Plenty of
exhortation to stir up this sel{;sacrhcicing love and good works if they



l’?OPC to make it into the Kingdom—-lhce of Promise. T his time in the desert
testing Period becomes a critical Perioc{ in the Christian’s life.

Forif you live according to the flesh {hcgou kccp on living
for 3oursel1c according to your own desires} you will die
{sPirituang}; but if bg the Spirit you put to death the deeds
of the boclg {hcgou surrender the selfish desires of the flesh
to the cross and bcgin living forthe good of others}, you will
live. {You will be taken into the Kingdom»lhcc of Promisc.}

(Rom. 8:13)

While we may not alwags express Pcnccct love while we are PrcPariﬂg
the way forthe | ord to reveal [is KingdomJiFe within our heart, we can
}Jegin to displag the fruit of sel1C~sacri1Cicing love. [ his wf///}?gness to
sacrifice ourselves for the gooa/ of the k/ngalom of (G0d /s the one true
S{gn that we have turned to Goa/anc//‘j/s ways. We should not expect to
be taken into [is life of PerFect love if we have not begun to show this
sign of true repentance.

Frepare the way of the | ord; Make [His Paths 5traight...
Thcrefore bear fruits worthg of repentance... {Begin to live
forthe goo& of others as Jesus did.} | {Jol‘m the Baptist}
indeed baptizc you with water {as a sign of rePentaﬂce}; but
One mightier than | is coming,.. e will baptize you with the
Hol9 Spirit and fire {to PerFect the heartin love}. (| uke 34,
8,16)

Ther@corc, whether you eator drink, or whatever you do,
do all to the glory of (God {to display [Tis life of love}. (i
(Cor. 10:31)

|s not this the kind of 1Casting] have chosen {the one true
means to seek out the life of the | ord}: to loose the chains of
irjusticc...? |s it not to share 3ourFooc} with the hungrg and to



Providc the poor wanderer with shelter—when you see the

nakcd, to clothe lﬁim, and not to turn away from your own

flesh and blood? Tﬁcnﬂour//gﬁt {the light of life from
heaven} will break forth like the dawn, and your /763//}7g {of
the fallen nature} wf//qu/aé/ﬂ appear then your righteousncss
{Christ’s Kingdom~li1cc} will go before you, and the glorg of
the | ord {[is life of PerFect love} will be your rearguarcl.
(Jer.58:6-8 Emphasis added)

] {tlﬁc SOH} will come to you. A little while and the world will
see Me no more, but you will see Me {as an indwe”ing life of
PerFect lovel. Pecause | live {in the Kingdom~li1ce from
heaven}, you will live also {in the same life}... [ 1e who has Mg
commandments and keeps them {during the time of testing}, it
is he who loves Me...and ] will love him and manifest Myse]{: to
him. Uohn 14:19-21)

T here are many (Christians who are still going through Pcrio&s of real
drgncss because thcg have not yet entered into the “life of Promise.”
Thcg still do not Fu”y enjog the “river” of living water that Fu”g satisfies
the soul. ]t is during these Periods of drgness that thcg must careFu”g
avoid turning back to the temporal things of this world to find a means for
lifting themselves sPiritua”g. {We must maintain our fast from all those
things we do, or Places we go, or thoughts we think in order to find some
fulfillment when we are Fccling a little down, or bored or lonelg, orempty —
basica”g, when we’re sensing spiritual drgncss}

[tis at this very low Point in our walk of faith that Satan will come with
[Tis most severe attacks. Put let us stick to our | ord’s course. [f we will
make a conscious choice to never again Follow the Wor/a//ﬂ course of //v/ng

155 the lust (desiresf of the z[/65/7, the lust {desiresjof the cye and the
Pr/a/c of //}[c, we shall be clothed with power from on /7/5/7 and come out of



our desert testing /ocr/oa/ in the power of (7od'’s é/'nga/om—-/ﬁ[c. “Tor the
kingdom of (God is not in word but in Powcr.” (1 Cor. 4:20)

[tis because there are so many Christians who end up turning away
from (God as their only hope of real fulfillment that we find so few trulg
displaying “the glorg” of [His KingdothCe in this world. Mag (God help
you from taking this course.

Put M9 PcoP]c have changcd their G]org {the Kingdom~
life from heaven} for what does not ProFit. Pe astonishec}, O
heavcns, at t!ﬂis, and be horrib]g afraid...” says the | ord.[or
My People have committed two evils: Thcg have forsaken
Me, the fountain of living waters, and hewn themselves
cisterns—broken cisterns that can hold no water. (Jer. 2:11-

%)

Whoevcr drinks this water {bg depending on the tempora]
things of this world for their sPiritual sustenance} will thirst
again, but whoever drinks of the water that | shall give him will
never thirst. Put the water that | shall give him will become in
him a fountain of water {continua”g} sPringing up into

everlasting life {into a display of the eternal King&omJiFe}.
Uo}m 4:15-14 Emphasis added)



