| SUFFER NOT A WOMAN
Part Three

Tonight we are going to continuelooking a theissue of womenin ministry. When first started al this, my
only motive wasto expose the idea that the Scripture is against women teaching or having any kind of
“ authoritative” ministry giftsasalie. It wasn't my intention to get into the whole realm of submisson and
authority in the home. Asamatter of fact, that’ s the last thing | wanted to do because | know whenever
you start talking about who should be submitting to who in the home, you' re entering an areathat’ sfilled
with emotional land-minds. In most cases, people—particularly the men—uwiill think you have crossed the
line between teaching and meddling.

Unfortunatdly, I’ ve cometo redize (alittletoo late!) that it' s redlly not possible to dedl with the subject of
women in ministry without looking at the bigger issue of awoman’ srightful placeinthe home. Thefactis,
her place in the home is directly related to her place in the kingdom because how asister movesin a
particular gift she has been given by God will naturaly affect what takes placein the home. But beforewe
venture any further down that path, we need to take another ook a what the Scripture says about spiritua
giftsin general, and how this might apply to the sisters.

Thereason thisisnecessary isbecause, first of al, there’ salot of confusion regarding the whole subject
of ministry. All true ministry istheresult of receiving aspiritual gift from God. Y et, many of those who
clamto be“intheministry” have not been called or equipped spiritually by the Holy Spirit. Rather, they
have been educated and trained by men—not by God; they have been ordained by men—not God; and
they have been given positions of leadership in aReligious System that was built by men. Thus, they are
“ministering” out of their own human strength and wisdom, and most people can’t tell the difference
between the person who has been called and equipped by God, and the one who has called himsdlf and
been trained and equipped by men.

Because thereis so much confusion regarding what the Bibles actudly says about spiritud gifts, whenever
the word “ministry” is mentioned, most of us usually think only in terms of apostles, or prophets, or
preachers, or evangelists, or perhapselders and deacons. But there are something like 26 different kinds
of ministriesmentioned in the New Testament, and every one of them isimportant. Every one of themis
for today, and every one of themis needed for the growth and edification of the body of Christ, whichis
the Church. Many times, those who have been given one (or more) of these giftsfail to recognize them or
relate to them as spiritual gifts because they are not one of the more popular ones. So a proper
understanding of what the gifts are, and why they were given is essential.

Secondly, understanding what the Scripture actually says about spiritua gifts, asopposed to listening to
what today’ s preaches claimit says, will deliver usfrom some very unscriptura ideas that have been
prevalent for centuries—one of which isthe idea that women can’'t have any authority.

So let’ sstart of f by looking at First Corinthians. In chapter 12, the apostle Paul teaches on spiritua gifts.

He explainsthat eventhough there are different kinds of gifts, adminisirations and operations of the Spirit:
“...itisthe same God which worketh all inall” (wrs. 1-6). Next he says:
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But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For
to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of
knowl edge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another
the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles;
to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another_divers kinds
of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh
that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

I. Corinthians 12:7-11

The King James saysthe Spirit isgiven to“every man” to profit the rest of the body. Now, should we
interpret the phrase“every man” init’ smost narrow and literal sense—or do we know ingtinctively that
when Paul says spiritua gifts are given to every man, he means to every one, including women?

If Paul wastalking about every one, not just men, then why doesn'’t this come through in the reading of the
passage? Well, it’ sheen said that thetrand ators of the Authorized Verson used theterm* man” inagenera
sense (referring to both men and women), and also, inamore specific sense (referring just to men). If this
istrue, then every believer ismust function asatrandator aswell asaninterpreter of the Bible when they
read it, Snceit’ sthey who must decide when theterm “man” should be understood as men only, and when
it should be understood as everyone.

Thisapproach, it seemsto me, breeds unnecessary confusion, especialy when you redize that the English
word “man” isnot even in the Greek text, but was added. The Greek term Paul usesin this passageis
“hekastos’, which means“ each” or “every”. Whether it means specificaly every mae, or generdly every
oneisdetermined by the context of the passage. The New King Jamestrandates this passage alittle better
because thefirst referenceto “ every man” istrandated correctly as, “to each one”’. But then it trandates
the second reference—which uses the same exact Greek word (hekastos)—as “to every man”.

NKJV -- But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit
of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another
the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another
different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. But all
these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man
severally as he will.

Why would they trand ate hekastos as“to each one”’ in verse 7, then turn around and trand ate the same
exact word inverse 11 as“to every man”, when it’sobvious that Paul istalking about everyone, both men
and women, throughout thisentire passage? Other versions, likethe NIV, trand ate both clauses properly:
“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good...All these are the
work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.”

Next, let’s look at what Paul says about spiritual giftsin Romans.
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For | say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you,

not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think

soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.
Romans 12:3

Here Paul warns the saintsin Rome not to get proud over the various gifts they had received from God.
Again, the King James saysthe Spirit has given ameasure of faith to “every man”. Should we interpret the
phrase“every man” inthispassagein it smost narrow and literal sense—or do we, once again, know that
Paul meant every believer, male and female?

Just asin the Corinthian passage, the English word “man” isnot in the Greek text. It’'s been inserted. Two
different Greek termshave been trandated as, “to every man” in thispassage. Thefirst oneis* pas’ (Strong's
#3956), which means*“dl”, “any”, “every” and “thewhol€e’. The second oneis*hekastos”, which we have
already looked at. Again, other versions like the NIV bring this thought out alittle clearer.

NIV — For by the grace given me | say to every one of you: Do not think of
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober
judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.

That Paul wastaking about all believers—ma e and femae—receiving spiritud gifts, which enablesthem
to function asthat particular part of the body of Christ God ordained them to be, becomes obviousasyou
continue reading this chapter.

For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the
same office [ie: function]: So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and
every one members one of another. Having then gifts differing according to
the grace that is given to us [ie: us all], whether prophecy, let us prophesy
according to the proportion of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our
ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on
exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with
diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

Romans 12:4-8

Thereisno hint that in Paul’ sview, some of these giftswere meant only for men, while otherswere meant
only for women. Just as you have many individua membersthat form your body, and each member has
adifferent function, so it iswith Christ. Each believer isapart of the spiritual body of Christ, and each one
has been given aunique function as part of that body. Later in this passage, Paul will explain that the
spiritud gift we receive determineswhat our function will bein that body. These giftsare not given onthe
basis of race, socia status, education, gender or anything else. They are given according to the faith we
have received from God. God seesto it that every part of Christ’s body receivesthe amount of faith and
gracethat isnecessary for it to function asthat part of the body He has chosen it to be. He makes surewe
have what we need to function. After explaining this, Paul lists some of these spiritua gifts:
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~ Prophesy

~ Ministry

~ Teaching

~ Exhorting

~ Giving

~ Ruling

~ Showing Mercy

Once again, aswith the other passages we have looked at, the English word “he” isnot in the Greek text.
It was added. Why they added “he” (singular) I ll never know. If you look at aversion which marks the
words which have been added by the trandatorsfor clarity, you will notice that in the beginning of that
passagethey added plural phrases. Whenreferring to the gifts, they inserted the phrase: “let ususethem”.
Whenreferring to prophecy, they inserted the phrase: “let usprophesy”. When referring to ministry, they
inserted the phrase: “let ususeit” and aso theword “our”. But then they turn around and insert “he” when
talking about the rest of those gifts.

~ He that teaches is actually “ho didasko”—which means “the one teaching”.

~ He that exhorteth is actually “ho parakal€’—which means “the one entreating”.

~ He that giveth is actually “ho metadidomi”—which means “the one sharing”.

~ He that ruleth is actually “ho proistemi”—which means “the one presiding”.

~ He that sheweth mercy is actually “ho eleao”—which means “the one being merciful”.

The point hereissmply that in al of histeachings regarding gifts, Paul never uses Greek wordsthat are
regtrictive towardswomen. God gives His giftsto “the one” He chooses. Now of particular interest in this
list arethegiftsare: ministry, teaching and ruling. All three of theseinvolves* spiritud authority”. Soif Paul
really believed women should never haveany “ authoritative’” ministry gifts, hewould havecertainly said
something about it in these passages, since heis specifically teaching about spiritual giftsand correcting
some of the wrong attitudes people were devel oping towards them.

The Greek word that istrandated “ministry” in this passageis“diakonia”, and its primary meaning is
“service”—service to the body of Christ. We find thisterm used in passages such as.

| beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Sephanas, that it is the
firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry
of the saints,)

I. Corinthians 16:15

And | thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted
me faithful, putting me into the ministry;
I. Timothy 1:12

But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist,

make full proof of thy ministry.
[1. Timothy 4:5
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I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and
thy works; and the last to be more than the first.
Revelation 2:19

Thekind of ministry Paul moved in, the kind of ministry Timothy was given, is available to anyone, man
or woman, who is part of the body of Christ. It is available to anyone who has receivesit from God.

Another interesting gift or function on that list isteaching. The English word teach expresses exactly what
the Greek word didasko implies. It swhat Jesus did all through the gospels, and it’ swhat Paul did all
throughout his ministry. This gift, like al the others, is available to anyone.

Ruling isanother gift. As| said earlier, the Greek term hereisproistemi, which means*“to preside over”.
I’ sinteresting to see the context thisword is used in. We find it in the following passages:

Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a
brawler, not covetous, One that ruleth well his own house, having his
children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how to rule his
own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)

I. Timothy 3:3-5

Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially
they who labour in the word and doctrine.
[. Timothy 5:17

And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and

are over you in the Lord, and admonish you;
|. Thessalonians 5:12

It cannot honestly be denied thet ruling, teaching and ministering involves moving isameasure of “spiritud
authority”. Therefore, | say again, Snce Paul makesit clear that anyone can receive these gifts, what this
meansisthat women can have an “ authoritative’ ministry gift. Now, keeping dl thisinmind, let’ sgo back
to First Corinthians and see what else Paul has to say about spiritua gifts.

Now ye are the body of Christ, and membersin particular. And God hath set
some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers,
after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of
tongues. Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers
of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all
interpret? But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew | unto you a more
excellent way.

I. Corinthians 12:27-28
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Paul sayswe arethe body of Christ, and each one(male and female) are membersin particular. Inthis
body, through the giving of aparticular spiritua gift, God has established certain functions. Then he gives
alist of these functions.

~ Apostles

~ Prophets

~ Teachers

~ Miracle Workers

~Healers

~ Helpers

~ Governments

~ Speakers of Different Tongues

Third onthisligt of giftsiswha many peoplerefer to as“the office’ of teacher. There are severd forms of
the Greek word that means teach—didaskal os, didasko, didaktikos—but they are basically the same
word. Theword for teaching is didasko; theword for teachersis didaskalos. In dl its various forms, the
basic meaning istheideaof systematic teaching or training. Thereisno difference between theteaching
giftin Romans 12, and the gift of teachersisthis passage. It’ sthe same word and it means the same thing!
Onewho has been given the gift of teaching by the Holy Spirit, usualy ends up being ateacher in the body
of Christ—and again, this gift is available to everyone. In Ephesians, Paul gives another list of gifts.

But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift
of Christ. Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity
captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, what is it but that
he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended
is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all
things.) And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists, and some, pastors and teachers;

Ephesians 4:7-11

Onceagan, thislig of functionsare“ gifts’. They are giftsjust like the functionsin Paul’ sother ligsare gifts.
Notice the similarities between the various lists:
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Ephesians 5:2-5 Romans 12:6-8 1. Cor. 12:28 l.Cor. 12:8-10
~ Apostles ~ Ministry ~ Apostles ~ Wisdom
~ Prophets ~ Prophecy ~ Prophets ~ Prophecy
~ Teachers ~ Teaching ~ Teachers ~ Knowledge
~ Pastors ~ Ruling ~ Miracle Workers ~ Miracles
~ Evangelists ~ Giving ~ Healers ~ Healing
~ Exhortation ~ Helpers ~ Faith
~ Showing Mercy ~ Governments ~ Discernment
~ Tongues ~ Tongues
~ Interpretation




Noticethat apostlesarementionedin 2 of theseligts; prophetsand/or the ministry of prophecy ismentioned
in 3 of thelids, teachersand/or the minidtry of teaching ismentioned in 3 of thelists, miracle workers and/or
thegift of miraclesislistedin 2 of theligts;, hedlersand/or the gift of hedlingin 2 of theligts, and tonguesis
mentionedin 2 of theligts. In other words, dl these giftsareinterconnected. But moreimportantly, you will
never see Paul imposing the kind of artificial divisions on these gifts that modern ministers have imposed
upon them. Hemakesit very clear in Romans 12—when helikensthe body of Christ to theindividua parts
of ahuman body—that: (1) every true believer isgiven somekind of aspiritua gift, which will enablethem
to function as that part of the body they were ordained to be; and (2) each of these gifts are just as
necessary as al the others.

Yetinspiteof al this, modern preachersdivide the giftsinto categories of importance, into degrees of
spiritud authority, and into classes of male and femde gifts! | wonder what goesthrough their mindswhen
they read Romans 12? What do they think Paul was talking about? Are your kidneys more important to
you than your heart? Are your feet more important to you than your hands? Are your teeth more
important to you than your tongue? Don't you consider every part of your body to be vital and necessary?
Y ou bet you do. No normal person wants to have any part of their body cut out or cut off.

Wi, that’ stheway Jesusfed s about His spiritua body. Hehasn't just give giftsto certain peoplewho are
specid. And neither has He only given giftsto men. He has given al believers—both men and women,
young and ol d—gifts so each and every one of them will have something to contribute to the rest of the
body; so each and every one of them will have a place in the body. Every one of the giftsin Paul’ slists,
every one of thosefunctions, isjust as necessary and just asimportant asthe others, if the body isgoing
to maintain spiritua health and continue growing. Religious|eaderswho claim certain of these giftsare
“offices” which carry more spiritual authority and are absolutely necessary, while the rest are just
“functions’ which carry no authority and arenot really necessary, are perverting Paul’ steaching onthegifts.
All these divisions are the product of man’sreligious pride and his desire to control others.

Even during the Early Church, peoplewho had received spiritud giftstried to establish anartificia divison
between what they considered to beimportant and non-important gifts. Even during thefirst century they
succeeded in establishing religious hierar chies based on certain gifts. While Paul was il aive, certain
“gifted ones’ in the congregations had started viewing themsealves as better than those around them, and
as having more spiritual authority than those around them, based on the kind of gift they had received.
That’s why you find Paul and Peter making the following kinds of statements:

For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou
didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, asif thou
hadst not received it?

I. Corinthians 4.7

For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of
the house of Chlog, that there are contentions among you. Now this | say, that
every one of you saith, | am of Paul; and | of Apollos; and | of Cephas; and
| of Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye
baptized in the name of Paul?

I. Corinthians 1:11-13
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Moreover | call God for a record upon my soul, that to spare you | came not
as yet unto Corinth. Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are
helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand.

[1. Corinthians 1:23-24

The elders which are among you | exhort, who am also an elder, and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall
be revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready
mind; Neither asbeing lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the
flock.

|. Peter 5:1-3

The Religious System’ sview of ministry iscompletely upside down and backwards. Practically al of
today’ s Christians—whether they are part of theclergy or thelaity—have accepted as God' s perfect will,
thevery thing Paul and Peter condemned! Andit’ snot only the gpostleswho had to dedl with thisproblem.
Jesus had to deal with thesamething in Hisown disciples. At varioustimesthey would manifest that same
wicked desire to be a“lord” over God's heritage. On those occasions, He would say thingslike:

But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye
are brethren. And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your
Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called masters: for one is your
Master, even Christ. But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.
And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble
himself shall be exalted.

Matthew 23:8-12

But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the
Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise
authority upon them. But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be
great among you, let him be your minister; And whosoever will be chief
among you, let him be your servant:

Matthew 20:25-27

What do people think when they read Paul’ swarning to the Corinthians about not to be puffed up because
of their gifts. Isn’t it obvious that when he says: “who maketh thee to differ from one another?’ he's
warning them not to exat themsealves based onthekind of gift they have?1sn’tit clear that hewas saying
none of the giftsthey had received made them any better than anyone e se, or more important than others?

When you read what Paul taught about spiritual giftswith amind that has been washed clean of al theerror
and sdf-righteousness of man, it becomes clear that he was utterly opposed to the attitude that says—"the
body of Christ needsmy gift becausethey can't grow spiritudly or stay out of deception without it; but they
can get dong just finewithout your gift”. Hewas against that whole concept because hehad been poisoned
by it hisentirelife. That wasthe attitude Saul, the Pharisee. Once he wasredeemed, the Holy Spirit showed
him that thiswhol e attitude was wicked and came from adesireto control others. So when he taught about
spiritud gifts, hemadesuretoinclude statementsthat contradi cted that attitude. Oneexampleisthe passage
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in Ephesians chapter four. Mogt of today’ sreligiousleaders are very quick to quote Ephesians 4.7-11 to
us. After explaining how thesefive giftsare pecid giftswhich givethem greet authority, and after reminding
usthat they have been given one of these gifts, they then explain that the purpose of these giftsisto bring
you and me (the laity) to spiritual maturity and they refer usto Ephesians 4:12.

For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children,
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

Ephesians 4:12-14

Asthey look down a usfrom their pulpitsand tell us how much we need them, many timesyou can actudly
seethe pride on their faces. And one thing you will noticeisthat they almost never go on to quote the next
few verses of that passage, where Paul says.

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into himin all things, which isthe
head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual
working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the
edifying of itself in love.

Ephesians 4:15-16

Thisgiveswhat Paul said in the previous verses some balance. The giftshelists here are not just for the
quote, perfecting the saints; he saysthey are for the purpose of equipping the saintsto minister. And the
ministry the saints are to be equipped to do is stated in verse 16—causing the growth of the body (ie:
“maketh increase of the body”). | like the way the NKJV trandates this passage:

...from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its
share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

Every true believer is given ameasure of faith—not the kind of faith that justifies them but the faith that's
required to move in whatever gift they have received. That gift enablesthem to be (ie: function as) the
particular part of the body God ordained them to be. Not only isthe body “joined and knit together” by
the functioning of every part, the functioning of every part iswhat produces spiritual growth!

What Paul isteaching in thisentire passageisjust the opposite of what modern preacherstell usheis
teaching. They say God cdled themto produce the spirituad growth of the body. Paul said God called them
to equip you to produce the spiritual growth of the body. They say God called themto bring unity and
cohesion to the body. Paul said God called them to equip you to bring unity and cohesion to the body.
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They are promoting atop-down hierarchy where spiritua growth, life, unity and cohesion must cometo
the body through them. Paul promotes a bottom-up flow of the Spirit, where everyone receives these
things directly from the Head, Jesus Christ, and then shares them with the rest of the body. The two
concepts are not only radically different, they are absolutely opposed to each other.

It' sredlly quiteironic. Thewhole reason Paul wrote about spiritud giftsin thefirst placewasto correct this
perverted view of ministry, which was beginning to devel op among the churches. Y et the very words he
penned, which were meant to stop this error, have been turned upside down and are being used today to
justify and that very error!

A lot of thishasto do with the condition of the heart. When we cometo the Scriptureto learn what it says
about spiritud gifts, we have achoice asto how we will approach it. We can cometo the Bible presuming
that it supportsthe concept of ardigioushierarchy, and then force everything we read into that framework;
or we can cometo it with an open mind and try to | et the Scripture speak the truth to us. The person who
wants to see areligious hierarchy in Paul’ swritings will see it regardless of what Paul actually wrote.

The sameistrue regarding theissue of women in ministry, asit relatesto Paul’ steaching on spiritud gifts.
We can cometo the Bible presuming women can’t function in certain gifts and force everything we read
into that framework; or we can come to the Scripture with an open mind and let the Scripture speak the
truth to us. Those who want to see ministry limitations according to gender in Paul’ swritingswill seeit
regardless of what Paul actually wrote.

Thesameistrueregarding the wholeissue of submission and authority in the home. We can cometo the
Biblewith theassumption that themanisin chargeand hasall the authority to makethe decisons, and then
force everything we read into that matrix; or we can come to the Scripture with an open mind and let the
Scripture speak thetruth to us. Thosewho want to see a Patriarchd Hierarchy in Paul’ swritingswill see
it regardless of what Paul actually wrote.

There are two basic positions regarding the whole women under submission issue:

Complementarian Oneview isthe Complementarian view. Inthisview, male and femaewere created
by God as equal in some respects (but not all respects). One of the areas where they were not created
equd inistheream of authority. Themalewasgiven therespongbility of loving authority over thefemale,
and the female was to offer willing and submissive assistance to the man—thus, the term
Complementarian. Eve s role was designed to complement (or assist) the role and duty of Adam.
Women are created to be“hel pers’ of men. But they areto help from aposition of subordination—under
the leadership and the authority of the man—not as equals.

Egalitarian Theopposing view isthe“Egditarian” view. Inthisview, God created male and femaeas
equa in all respects. Sinintroduced into the origina order many manifestations of disorder and corrupted
relationships, the chief of which becameahierarchy in the rel ationship between the man and the woman.
Paul’ s statement about therebeing no“male or female” in Christ (Gal. 3:28) showsthat in Chrit, thefa se
and sinful basisof male/femal e hierarchy hasbeen abolished, sothat thereisno morelegitimate distinction
between the two in God's kingdom. Full maeffemae equdity isrestored, dignity is given back to women,
and servant attitudes are called for in both men and women alike.
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Another namefor the Complementarian view isPatriarchal Hierarchy. It refersto the hierarchy inthe
relaionship of themaeand femae. themale (ie: the Patriarch) isthe absolute master and thewomenisthe
servant. Patriarchd Hierarchy says the man has been given the authority by God to rule the home, and the
women is required to submit to that rule, even if it’sunjust and cruel.

It' sironic that o many men who have left the Religious System precisely because they saw how wrong it
wasto have a Clerical Hierarchy between them and their Head (Jesus), don’t see anything wrong with
imposing a Patriarchal Hierarchy between the female believer and her Head (Jesus).

The Patriarchal system, which is the system that existed in both the Old Testament and in the New
Testament, has not only denied multitudes of women the opportunity to serve God with the gifts He Himself
has given them, it has al so been the source for the untold misery and abuse of women down through the
centuries—and the Bible has been one of the main justifications for that system.

Let me say right here that there is a big difference between having God create asituation, or establish a
certain type of socia order as His perfect will, and having Him work within a certain Situation or socia
order that has been created by man or by sin. While the curse of male/femaetension and rivalry came
from God, it sobviousthat thiswasnot Hisoriginad design. Rather, it wastheresult of our rebellion against
His good plan for us.

Three are other social conditionswhich did not come from God, which were never Hiswill—like for
instance, davery. God did not establish theinstitution of davery, even as part of the curse. Slavery came
from thewickedness of man’ sheart. Y et neither did the Lord abolish davery when He brought I sragl out
of Egypt and made them His own peculiar nation. Instead, He worked within the social order that had
aready become part and parcd of the Hebrew experience and established laws regarding davesthat were
much better than the laws of the surrounding nations.

The samething can be said of bigamy. Weknow from creation, and also from the teaching of Jesus (Matt.
19:8), that it was never God' sintention for a man to have more than one wife. Y et many men had plura
wivesthroughout the Old Testament. God did not outlaw bigamy. He established laws concerning these
wives. IntheNew Testament, bigamy wasno longer acommon practice. Inthe Greek and Roman cultures,
having one wife who was chaste and faithful wastheidea cultural norm. But the point is, under the Old
Covenant, God didn’t abolish that part of the social order; He worked within it.

Regarding davery, when you cometo the New Testament, you find the same kind of Stuation. God didn’t
tell the leaders of the Early Church to go on areligious crusade against the ingtitution of davery. Infact,
when you look at what Paul and Peter wrote about daves, it might appear a first like they were actudly
condoning the whole institution.

Exhort servants [slaves] to be obedient unto their own masters, and to
please them well in all things; not answering again; Not purloining, but
shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our
Saviour in all things.

Titus 2:9-10
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Let as many servants [Slaves] as are under the yoke count their own
masters worthy of all honour, that the name of God and his doctrine be
not blasphemed.

[. Timothy 6:1

Servants[dlaves], obey in all things your masters according to the flesh;
not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing
God:

Colossians 3:22

Servants [dlaves], be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the
good and gentle, but also to the froward.
|. Peter 2:18

Doesthe Chrigtian faith endorse davery, or what? Why isn’t there asingle instance in the entire New
Testament where davery isdenounced as evil. Why isn't there asingle place where the apostles call for
the abolition of such afoul and degrading institution?

The reason is because God was doing the same thing through the apostles that He Himsalf had done all
throughout the Old Testament—uwhich was to work within the current social order. Thisisthe key to
understanding those passages in the New Testament where it seems like Paul is condoning the whole
Petriarchd system. When he said thereis neither mae or femaein Chrigt, hewasn't just having astrange
philosophica impulse, herealy meant it. But when dealing with the place of women, hedidn’t try to change
or dismantle the whole existing socia order. Rather, he gave admonitions and instructions that would
transform the relationships of men and women within those established structures.

We can seethisin the case of daves. Paul never comesright out and saysdavery isevil. And you never
find him telling Chrigtian dave owners (or even hinting to them) that they should freetheir daves. Rather,
he admonishes slave owners to raise the standard of treatment of their slaves.

And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them,
since you know that he who is both their Master and yoursisin heaven, and
thereis no favoritismwith him.

Ephesians 6:9

[Paul says] | appeal to you [Philemon] for my son Onesimus [Philemon’s
runaway slave], who became my son while | was in chains. Formerly he
was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me.
| am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. | would have liked
to keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while
| am in chains for the gospel. But | did not want to do anything without
your consent, so that any favor you do will be spontaneous and not
forced. Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for alittle while was
that you might have him back for good—no longer as a slave, but better
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than a slave, as a dear brother. Heis very dear to me but even dearer to
you, both as a man and as a brother in the Lord. So if you consider me a
partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has done you any
wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me.

Philemon 1:10-18

Inthefirg ingtance, Paul tells mastersto treet their davesthe sameway hejust told the davesto tredt thelr
masters. Thiswasaradical statement for that time, but it wasn't so radical that it threatened the whole
social order. Through Paul’ swords, the rel ationship between the (Christian) master and daveiselevated
above the common cultural norm, and it is set on a different path.

In the second passage, rather than telling the Christian dave-owner Philemon that davery waswicked, that
thewholeingtitution should be abolished, and that he should freedl hisdaves, Paul smply askshimtotreat
his run-away (now-Christian) slave who is being returned to him, as a “dear brother”. Thus a
transformation processwoul d begin between the d ave and the master within the current cultural context,
without disrupting the entire social order of that time.

I”’m going to continue looking &t thiswhole concept next week, and examine some of the verses of Scripture
that anti-women-ministersusein that light. But before | end tonight, | want to look at avery common
interpretation of the passage that is so often used to justify and perpetuate the Patriarchal system.

Someone sent me a book the other day, written by aMessianic Jew named Eliyahu ben David, called,
“Holy Order Restored”. The message of this book was that the Patriarcha system, which was the
foundation of the Hebrew culture, isthe ultimate divine order, established by God. And thisguy istelling
everyoneto come back to that kind of order. The book wasn't written particularly against women, but he
certainly manifeststhe kind of attitude | am trying to expose aswrong. Under the subtitle: “ God's Order
Expressed In Marriage” Mr. ben David writes:

“Now let us examine the intended relationship of man and woman in marriage. What we
have already seen is that the woman was viewed as part of the man's own body. As one
cherishes his own body so a man should love and cherish his wife. This is
fundamental. We have also seen that God created man first, in His own image; meaning
reflecting the glory—the character and authority of God—on earth. We should also
remember that God's intention in creating the woman for Adam was so that she could be
"a helper suited to him." (Gen. 1:27,2:7,18) Modern feminists may object to these facts.
However, where humans disagree with God's Word it is they who need to change—not
God. The Bible is clear and consistent, both in its statement of the facts and in its
interpretation of them. | have merely repeated what the inspired Scripture already says: ‘A
man...is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man, for man does not
originate from woman, but woman from man; for indeed man was not created for woman's
sake, but woman for the man's sake’ (1 Corinthians 11:7-9 NAS).

The foregoing verses reveal a fundamental difference between the respective roles of men
and women in God's Order. While men and women are equal in nature as humans they
are not equal as to purpose and authority. As God's glory on earth, men are to
express God's character and authority of Fatherhood—God's headship authority as noted
above. Their focus needs to be on their Lord and their life and purpose should be
in Him as their Head. The married woman, on the other hand, glorifies God in so far
as she is a helper suited to her husband in carrying out his God-appointed mission.
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The man is her head and she fulfills her purpose, thus glorifying God, by submitting
herself to her husband. She derives her life and purpose through him (1 Timothy
2:9-15). Paul makes God's natural order of authority unmistakably clear; 'the head of every
man is Messiah, and the head of the woman is the man, and the head of Messiah is God.'
Note carefully that the divine order among men and women in creation is an expression
and natural extension of the patriarchal order already existent in the relationship of
God and His Son. Although equal as to nature with Father God Messiah, the Son, submits
Himself willingly to the Father as His Head—deriving His purpose and sense of fulfillment
from serving and submitting to His Father. This order then extends to man, who is to
make pleasing Messiah, man's Head, his first concern. From there the woman is to
follow Messiah's example and submit to her husband as her God-appointed head. [ie: that
her first concern is to please her ‘head’, who is her husband] In this God-ordained order
the very image of God is expressed on earth to God's glory (I. Corinthians 11:3, Philippians
2, John 1:1, Ephesians 5:22-33).”
Holy Order Restored
Eliyahu ben David (pgs. 49-50)

Thisman’ sideaof divine order—though he properly quotesthe Scripture—isthe most selfishthing I’ ve
ever seen. Y et thisisthe common interpretation of that passage. | want to look for just aminute at the idea
he expresses here. He says the focus of the man should be on the Lord. The man’slife and purpose should
bein Jesus, who ishisHead. On theother hand, since the woman “ derives her life and purpose through”

the man, and since she “fulfills her purpose by submitting hersdlf to her husband”, her focusisnot to beon
the Lord, but rather, on helping the husband carry out his God-appointed mission.

Again, he saysthe Son submits Himself willingly to the Father as His Head—deriving His purpose and
sense of fulfillment from serving and submitting to the Father. Thisorder then extendsto man, whoisto
make pleasing Messiah (hisHead) hisfirst concern. From therethewomanisto follow Messah'sexample
and submit to her husband as her God-appointed head. Submitting to her husband as her God-appointed
head means that her first concern should not be to please the Lord Jesus, but rather, her first concern
should beto please her “head” (ie: the husband). Anyonewho thinksthisinterpretation of what Paul was
teaching iscorrect, hasbeen deceived. Thisinfact isan extremely selfish perversion of what Paul’ sview
of husbands and wives. Turn with me to Ephesians and you will see what Paul’ s actually taught.

Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ; Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of
God. Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as untothe Lord. For
the husband isthe head of the wife, even as Christ isthe head of the church:
and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto
Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for
it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the
word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

Ephesians 5:20-27

I’m not going to deal with what Paul says regarding wives submitting at this point because | am going to
ded withit thisnext week. Right now, | just want to show you what Paul said about the husband loving his
wife. Please think about how Paul describes the love Jesus has for the Church.
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He said Jesus “gave himself” for the Church. He said that the focus of Jesus is not on getting the Church
to submit to Him just because thisis God’ s divine order, but so we can be sanctified and cleansed by Him.
The focus of Jesusis on washing the Church with the water by HisWord. Hisfocusis on bringing the Church
to the place where it will be “aglorious church”.

Yes, inorder for al thisto be accomplished, we must submit to the Lord so He can do that work in us. But
the Lord is not asking us to submit so we can help Him carry out His mission. Heis asking us to submit to
Him for our own benefit. Jesus continually gives of Himself for us. It's our good, our perfection, our glory
(in Him) that He is focused on; not His own.

Now | ask you: does the attitude Mr. bed David displays correctly represent the attitude Jesus has
towardsthe Church; or isit atotally self ish attitude? Y ou see, in histwisted little mind, the only purpose
for the woman isto help the man achieve his own goals and his own desires. Oh, he may say the man
should provide for the woman and protect the woman, but in his heart, he believesthewoman isprimarily
there to serve him. Sheisreally only there for his good.

Friends, thisisnot the picture Paul ispresenting in histeaching of the proper rel ationship between aman
and hiswife! Paul istell mento have the samekind of lovefor their wivesthat Jesus hasfor the Church.
When it comes to Hisrelationship with His people, everything Jesus doesisfor them. Everything Jesus
doesisfor their good. Everything He doesis to build them up and bring them to glory.

| tell you truly, if Jesuswasthetype of “husband” Mr. ben David obvioudly is, and portrays Jesusto be,
nobody would pay any attention to the Lord. How would you likeit if the next time you had aneed, and
you fell on your faceto ask Jesusfor help, the answer you got back was:. “Hey, what about my need?
Don’'t you know | created you to help me achieve the things| want to get done?’ | guarantee you, that
would be the last prayer you ever prayed to Him.

How many men are really concerned about seeing their wives comeforth in Christ? How many men,
instead of demanding that the women serve them and help them fulfill their desires, are willing to deny
themsdavesand lay down their lives—their own goals, their own hobbies, their own pleasures—so that the
wife (one they are supposed to be caring for and protecting) might truly come forth in life?

The sad fact is, most men arejust like Mr. ben David—selfish and sdif righteous. They twist the Scripture
and makeit say just the opposite of what it actudly says. Instead of laying down their livesfor their wives
so that she might comeforth in resurrection life (as Jesus did for us), most men besat their wives over the
head with a Bible and demand that the wife lay down her life for them.

We can all thank God the Lord Jesus does not treat us like that!!
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